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EOS OSCEOLA 
CENBIRNESCRNCEICESERD - 
TO THE MOST WORTHY 


young Gentlemen (my noble Viſitants) 
of Grayes- Inne. 


WS Orthy Friends , ( aud nobleſt Society of 
S/4/ Gentlemen) do not think that with Pig- 
WI we malion, Iam inamoured wich my owns 

j Peice, in that once more I waſh ower 


Tearme going «as for neither the colours laid onthen 
nor theſe now, are worthy to bee preferred to eyes ſ0 tt- 
dicious, as yours are ; I come now nottore-ſing , but to 
re-cant ebcerrours both of my pen and iudgment, ſo raſh= 
ly torhruſt my ſelfe into 4 Printers preſſe,though againſt 
my will: Adprxlum quaſiad prxhum. Irondertooke. 
4 warte when T aduentured to ſpeake in print , (not in 
print as Puritans Ruſfes are ſet ) but to haue the Criti= 
call fingers of enery mewing cenſure to fillip mee as I lye. 
on 4 Stationers ſtall : for tenthouſand Bullets hane bene 
1 /pivefilly (bot at me for that one poore vaper Bullet: of 
| which Iſbot vþ and downe Fleeteſtreet. Cares have bi 
; © good cheap: hr Lent , for Thane had more thenT defired 
 forwathing ,. ſome being ſent from porper.l Ton 
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K : TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. 

who bauing no great appetite, (bough inſatiable mines = 
of themſclues)to other meates,did their beft ro whet their 
ftomackes pon me, but they ſhall ſooner finde me to be 4 
choak- Peare 1m going downe,then aGuageon,cafily to be 
deuoured,eſpecially by their ſore throats. Such teeth.may 
bite me but [hal not draw blood of me. I make an Apologie 
80 none but to you, (moſ} worthy ro bee by me reſpetied) 
what others thinke 1 care not , ſo youtaxenot my weak-. 
nes.; figne youmy pardon,and I weigh not who elſe con- 
demnes me. I baue now put my name 0 my Book, (with- 
out tergeuer ſation or ttirne coating the letters) not that 
I feared to dare ſo much before,but my loue ayming onely. 
#0 hit your fauors, I know my meaning could not lye hid- 
dento you, for your ſakes eſpecially (noble Friends) who. 
haue beene louing Vifitants tome in this inchanted Caſtle, 
where I lye hind with Sorcerers Charmes, before did, 
and I doe now with whole Miriads of thanks, ſend theſe 
Papers full of my loue, in retribution of your ſingular. 

. expreſſion beſtowed vponme. And ſo not doubting of 
acontinuation of your good thoughts towards me, Teom- 
mend my ſelfe not onely to you whoſe perſonall embrace. 
ments, haue added beateto my. affeftion, but to all the 
reft of my-fellew Students incorporated into your moſt 


Worthy Society. 
Yours in theh efidegren 


Fromehe KingsBench Priſon: . k 
ip Sourhvrark this 6. of June, of Friendſhip o bee commanded, © 
- ha Dong 2 618, G. M. 
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TO HIS MOST LOVING 
AND- EVER RESPECTIVE KIND 


Vncle, Mr, Matuzvy Matnvwarking of - 
Nawptwich in Chesſhire. © - 
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S-—@Jincemy comming into this Priſon, what 
CR: with the ſtrangeneſle ofthe place, and 
en) iritneſſe of my Liberty, Tam fo tranſ- 
WSLEW) orted that I could nor followthar ſtudy 
wherein I rooke great delight/ and' cheife plcafure, 
and to ſpend my time idley would but adde more dif- 
contentments to my troubled breſt,and being in this 
Chaos of diſcontentments, fantaſies muſt arife,which 
will bring forth the fruits of anidle braine, for & »4- 
{is minimum. lt is farre better to giue ſome accompe 
of time,though to little purpoſe on none at all. To - 
which end I gathereda handfull of Efſayes, and few 
CharaQers of ſuch'things asby my owne experience 
I could ſay, Probatam eft : not that thereby I ſhould 
cither-pleaſe the Reader, or ſhew exquiſitenes of in« 
uention, or curious ſtile ; ſeeing what I'write of is- 
but the Child of ſorrow, bred. by diſcontentments,.. 
and nouriſht vp with misfortunes,to whoſe help me- 
lancholly Sztarne gaue his Iudgement, the night- 
bird her inuention, andthe ominous Razer broughe 
aquill raken from his owne wing, diptin the Inke'of 
 milery,as chiete ayders inthis Architet of ſorrows. 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 

This Child is borne and brought to the Fon, all 
things ready, onely there wants a Patron. Hoc diff6- 
cilimum eſt: For who willdefend ſorrow and miſery 2 
Who wil giuc him entertainment?VVho wil counte. - 


- nancethis workethe Author being miſerable > Who | 


will retpc& rhe matter, the Man being an abiect 5 
who will cheriſh rhe Circumſtance when the ſub- 
ſtance is almoſt periſhed > Surely xon i his azebus, 
for friendſhip is baniſhed, loue extinguiſhed, natu- 


_ rallaffeion goneto trauell, gold is dearer then a 


friend, treaſure is nearer then a Kinſman), and Mam- 
mon better beloued then a Sonne. Yet in this famine 
of rue friends'I will venter vpon you (moſt louing 
Vnclc) as a God-father to this my firſt borne,though 
in miſery. I carrhaue but adenyall,which if you doe, 


 itmuſtdye in oblivion. But why ſhould I fearc,fince 


you haue alwayes beene my Anchor when I haue 
becne Ship-wrackt, and many times ſaued my pgore 
Barque when it was ready to ſplit > Why theo ſhould 
I doubr of your friendly Patronage, which haue ne- 
ucr fayled me? Be bold then and goe thy'way, thou 
ſhalc bee entertained, though not for any worth 
which is in thee, yetin reſpec thou doſt but ſhow a 
willing heart, and doſt indeauour to expell ingrati- 
tude,a thing moſt odious not onely to man but God, 
not to Chriſtians bur' Heathens, not to Heathens 

bur Beafts. | 
What then ſhould I give to you for all your kind- 
nefſes which yon haue continually beſtowed vpon 
mee, which are ſo many that if I ſhould endeauour 
tO recite (Ante diem clanſo componet weſper Ogmye, } 
A. ur 


, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
butto ſhew my willingnes to my power thaughI am 
not able to require, (for vitra poſſe won eft c//e) doe 
offer vp vnto the Oracle of your loue the ſacrifice of 
aloning heart, hoping that what is amiſle you will 
impure it to the ſlendernes of my indgement,and the 
dulnes of my braine , which this place hath made 
worſe(and not to theleaſt defe& of good will)& that 
you would ler none bur your ſelfe ſee my imperfeRi- 
ons, which are ſufficiently diuulged by mine owne 
ations, & would bec vawilling to haue a ſecond e- 
dition of them by my writing. This was the cheefeſt 
cauſe 1 tooke this in hands another was becauſe rhac 
happily ſome friend of mine (poſt mea funera) by ace 
cident may find this paper and read them,andby my: 


\ example, ſay; Fel;x ſum, quem pericula hnius Autho= 


ris facinnt me cautum, tor qui ante non cauet poſt doles 


bit, & that they may be afraid to enter into debt any 


farther then neceſſity vrgeth, andif they bee forced 
to borrow, to pay as ſoone as they can, (for Viury 
and Extortton bite deepe, and credit once crackr is 
not caſtly recouered, nor all Creditors of one mind, 
for ſome will in pitry forbeare , and others will ſhew 
the greateſt ſeuerity. So hoping youwill accept »o# 


donum (ed enimum, | reſt this 27. of January CAn- 


go. 1617. | 
From the Kings-Bench Priſon in Southwarke.. . 


Yow cner-lowing Nephew. 


Gzernay My nSuvt. 
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TO THE COVRTEOVS 
BEES 
S7 — || Oartcons Reader ,ontyto baniſh melan- 
| cholly, and 10 wade through tedious 
| 24:c, tedious in reſpett of this place, 
Til I gathered 4 few Eſſayes and Chis 
Wl raters, with an intent not to hawe 


' 
- 


=>=_—_— ſeene of any, but to him to whom 
they were ſent, being one that 1 might trutly ground 4 
ceatarnty of, who would excuſe my imperfeitions , and 
tage charitably of my lenderneſſe of indgement: this 
Coppy by accident came to ſome of my friends hands, who 
hazing peruſed it, wiſhed me to put it tu Print, which 1 
altogether refuſed, becauſe I would not preſume of my. 

. owe ludgement, or dare to wventer to put my ſelfe tothe - 
cenſure of (o many unacr ſtanding Readers , into whoſe 
hands it is ſubieft to fall. Theſe per/waſions preuatled 
wot intreaties were laid aſide, and Imuſt either draulge 
them, or elſe looſe their loue : This was the firſt motine 

' that with anvnwilling willingneſſe, cauſed me topat my 
Booke to cenſure: Another was inreſpedt ſome ohdurate, 
Creditors may read it, & by reading mollsfie their ftrong 
hearts : The laſt reaſon,becanſe it may bee a5 4 Canceat to 

Jyoung gallants, to terrific them how they run in debt, 
wherein they may know that impriſonment is of all mi- 

ſeries moſt lamentable. _ » 

So hoping that the iudicions will with fauourdble 
cenſure mitigate my many imperfeitions, and the other 
iudge favourably of my intention,which if it take wellzs 
better then 1can expect, if otherwiſe they doe not iniury 
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ESSAYES OF A 
PRISON. 


2 O what end or purpoſe ſhould I 
IJ | intreat helpe of the Muſes, for 
OBS; the aide ji pes Cecero, 
*UALS adorne my phraſe with clo- 
Ve! quence; or Horaces deepe iudg- 
ment, to write iudiciouſly 5 or 
4-5 implore ayde of Martial, to 
—EIZxzx< ſpcake myſtically; or Virgits 
heroicke ſtile, to pleaſe the hearers,fince what I write 
is nothing bur of ſorrow ; the ſubic& but diſcontent- 
ment, and the whole matter but an Index of many 
mileries: and therefore my phraſe ſhall be altogether 
vnpoliſhed, being the ſeruant of my more dull appre- 
henſion. *, | 
V ade, ſed incultas, qualem decet exulis efſe, 
Infelx habitum temporis huius habe. 

My purpoſe is, with dim water-colours to line me 
out a heart,;yea ſuch a heart, ſo diſcontented and op- 
prefled, thar I nced nor be curious in fitting eucry 
. colour to his place, or to chuſe the pleafanteft cham. 

ber to draw it in, becauſe in it I amto lay downethe 
| B bounds 
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| 2 FEſſayes andCharatters of a Priſon. 

bounds of thoſe tempeſtuous Seas, in which tenne 
thouſands are euery day toſſed, if not ouerwhelmed, 
which is ſo vſuall here amongſt vs, that cuery one is 
Arts maſter in this workmanſhip, and every minute 
ſomething or other is ſtill added to this diſtreſſed 
P:&ure, whoſe ponderous waight is fo great,that the 
franc is ſcarce able to beare the rffegres. - 

__ _ Mytrrauels hither to this infernall land hath been 
but a ſhort voyage,and my abode here as yet but few 
Moneths, bur it ſcemes longer to mee then an Ealſt- 
Indian voyage, and I am ſure farre more dangerons: 
for if from the Indies of fixty men twenty come : 
home ſafe it is well ; but in this, if eighty of an hun- 

F-L4 dred be not caſt ouer board it 15 a wonder. 

Y LiAfincomne* Being once arriued, no ſtarre of comfort here can 
be ſeen co ſayle by, no hauen of happineſſeneare, no 
a«.chor of hope to caſt out, Top-fayle , Fore-ſayle', 
Spri-{uil-,Mizen,Maine,Sheate,Bollings and Drab- 
lers are all rorne by the windes, and the Barke it ſelfe 
ſo weather- beaten, that there is few can come neare - 
to touch at the Cape of Boxa Speranza. 

Being once arriued at, all are not onely ftaid, bur 
the inchantments areſo ſtrong, that it cransformetrh 
all that come thither. Firſt, the greateſt courages are 
here wracked, the faireſt reuenues doe here come 
aground; ir maketh a wiſe man to loſe his wits,a foole 

_toknow himſelte, it turnes a rich maninto a begger, 

-and leaues a poore wan deſperate; he whom neyrher 
Snoawes nor Alpes canvanquiſh, bur hath a heart as 
conſtanca Hannibas, him can the miſcrics of a Prifon 
CIOS; JETT 
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The 


fſayes and Charafters of a Priſon, 3 
The Charafter of a Priſen, 


A Priſon is a grave to bury men aliue, and a place 
d wherein a man for halfe a yeares experience may 
learne more law, then hee can at Peſtminſter for an 
hundred pound. | | 
Itis a Mricrocoſmus, a little world of woe, it is a map 
- of milecy, it is a place that will learnea y-ung man 
more villany,it he be apt to take it, in one halte yeare, 
then he can learne at twenty dicing-houſes,bowling- 
ail:es, Brotheli-houſes or Ordinaries; and an old man 
more policie then if he had been Pupill ro Mach:anel. 
It is a place that hath more diſcaſes predominant 
init, then the Peſt-houſe in the Plague-time, and it 
ſtinkes more then the Lord Mayors Dogge-houſe or 
Paris-garden in Auguſt. 

Iris alictle common-wealth,although littlewealth 
be common there; it is a deſart where deſert lyes 
hood-winckt; it is a famous Citie wherein are all 
Trades, for here lies the Alchymiſt that can rather 
make ex auro #23 4urwn, then ex 107 auro anrume 

It is as intricate a place as Roſawonds Labyrinth, 
and is as full of blinde Meanders, and crooked tur- 
nings that it is vnpoſſible ro finde the way out,except 
he be direed by a filuer Clue, and can neuer over- 
comethe Xnotaure without a golden ball to worke 
his owne ſafety, | 
Iris as Innes of Court: for herein Lawyers inha- 

bit,that haue crochets to free other men, yerall their 
| quirks and quiddities _— cnfranchize Oar” 
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4 Bſfſayes andCharatters of a Priſons. 

It is the DoRtors-Commons, where skilfull Phyſi. 
tians frequent, who like «£/celeprus can cure other 
mens diſcaſes,yet cannot Quintefſence out of all their 
Vegerals and Minerals, a Balſamum or Elyxir to 
make a-ſoueraigne plaiſter to heale the ſurfer the 
Mace hath giuen them. : 

Ir is the Chyrurgions-Hall, where many rare Ar- 
tits live, that can ſearch other mens wounds,yetcan. 
' not heale the wound the Serjeant hath given them. 

It is your Bankrupts banquetting-houſe, where he 
firs feaſting with the ſweet meates borrowed from 
other mens tables,hauing a'voluntary diſpoſition ne- 
uerto repay them againe, | 

It is your Prodigals Y/rimarks refugiam, wherein 
he may ſec himſelfe as in a glaſſe what his exceſſe 
bath brought him to ; and leſt he ſhould ſurfer, comes 
hitherto phyſicke himielfe with moderate dyet, and 
leaſtthat his bed of Downe ſhould breed too many 
diſeaſes, comes hither to change his bed, where he is 
ſcarce able to lye downe. | | 

It is a Purgatory which doth afflia a man with 
moremiſeries then cuer he reaped pleaſures. 

It is a Pilgrimage to extenuate finnes, and abſolue 
offences: for here be Seminaries and Mafle-Prieſts, 
' Which doerake downe the pride of their fleſh more, 
then a voyage to the Holy Lavd, or a hayre hire 
in Lent. ; 

It is an exile which doth baniſh a man from all 
contentments, wherein-his ations doe ſo terrific | 
him, thatit makes a man grow deſperate. | 
» Toconclude, what is it not $ In a word, ic is the 
o : very 


Eſſayes and Charatters of Priſoners. 5 
 veryIdeaof all miſery and torments, it converts ioy 
into ſorrow, riches into pouertic, and caſc into dif- 
contentments. 5 


Of Priſoners. 


Could wiſh that euery one rhat comes to Priſon, 
ſhould nor be diſmayed, but carry it out brauelp 
and with reſolution, and tocovſider that no milery in 

this world is endlefſe. After ſtormes calmes will ariſe, 
and though ſorrow be ouer night, yet ioy will come 
in the morning, and to ſay as Ceſar did to the Pilot 
that carryed him when hee was afraid, quoth he,Thow 
carritſt Ceſar : So euery generqus minde ought to be 
arm'd with refolution to meete all ſtormes of aduer- 
fitie, and to confider thatman was borne to miſery, 0mnis homo . 
and therefore naturall cohim. , » ſer- 

But thou wilt peraduenture ſay, the name of a pri- 
ſoger is loathſome to thee. Is it becauſe thou art co0- 
ped vnder locke and key? Is «becauſe thou fecleft 
wants ?Is it becauſe thou art barred of freedome? Is 
ir becauſe thy friends looke ſtrangely on thee or for- 
ſake thee? Is it becauſe thou art diſgraced and holden 
in ſcorne?Is it becauſe thon lodgeſt hardly, and per. 
aduenture with an ili bed-fellow > Yet letnot all theſe 
diſmay thee, for hadſt thou the whoke-Country to 
walke in, yet thy ſoule is fill impriſoned inthy cor- | 
rupted body. Ler not want diſcourage thee, fo thy 
Redegner ſuffered hunger and colde to fulfili thy 
wants. Let notwant'of freedome trouble thee. thy Sa» 
uwiour was fettered and manacled to enfranchile thee. 

D 13! + Ler 
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6 FEſſajesandCharafers of Priſoners. 


. Ler not the coy lookes of thy friends diſmay thee, 
thy Lord was icorned of all men to bring thee into 


Noſce teipſum, 


News vinuit 
COHEN HS» 


Redde ratio- 
Hem. 


fauour. Letnot diſgraces moleſt thee, the King of 
Kings was molt diſgraced to honor thee. Let not 
thy lodging or forced Chambei-tellowes afflit thee, 
the Pot of thy ſafety was lodgedin a Manger, and 
made a companion for theeues. But looke into thy 
awne boſome, andlearne but aſhortrule , yer very 
difficultzviz. (Nofce reipſur) and thou ſhalr find that 
it is not impriſonment that afflicts thee, bur the euill 
which is in thyſelfe,makes thee (o diſtaſtfull,for hadſt 
thou all things at will, yer ſtill chou wouldſt wiſh for 
more, The greateſt Monarch lives not without ſome 
ditcontentment, and comfort thy ſelfe that one day 
thou ſhalt be enfranchiſed and goe to that place and 
Manſion houſe which is prepared for thee, where all 
ſcores ſhall be paid, all cares baniſhed and all teares 
wiped away. ; 7 

Varlets and.Catchpoles arreſt thee, fret not ar it, 
if law haue power to whet anaxe, ſhe muſt pick our 
a hangman to ſtrike the mace,this doth but onely pur 
thee in remembrance of that arreſt which ſhall ſum- 
mon thee to appeareat the Imperial court of heauen, 

Thy aQions are many and great which are againſt 
thee, yeaſome of you come to a tormenting execu- 
tion, grieue not atthis, it doth bur teach thee that 
thy accounts muſt be brought againſt thee, to draw 
thee to areckoning,to make thee know that thou ow- 
eft a reckoning to Heauen as well as to man, and 
Juſtice will execute her power, not to driue thee to 


deſpaire but to amendement.} 


Further 


_ Bſſayes and Charatters of Priſoners, #7 


Further I perſwade my ſelfe there are many Pri- 

ſoners whoſe reſolutions are ſo nable, thar before 
they would yeeld to the threats of an inſulting credi- 
tour, they would cheerefully thruſt their neckes into 
the yoke of aduerſity, ifno more veynes herein were 
cut but their owne ; but here is none ſo poore which 
dyes in priſon, bur the laft gaſpe doth cracke the 
hearr-ſtrings of a wife, children, father , mother , Parentes & 15- 
| friends or allies, therefore art thou bound to take pit- ed OE 
_ ty of thy lelfe , and to hang out the Flag of truce to 

thy bloody minded creditor, and ſecke tor ranſome 
ro pay all, ſorharthou maiſt eſcape with life, though * 
itbe vpon ſome ignoblerermes , and muci: lofle to 
thee, if none of theſe reſpetts, yet for thy Countries you xobis. ſed 
ſake , tro whom thou art a Traytor if thou giue ?arie, 
, thy ſclfe to thine enemies hand when vpon parley 
_ thy peace may be made, come forth of Priſon, and 
dyc not there, that thou mayſt honour thy King, and 
doe ſeruiceto thy Countrey, and pay thy debts fo 
farre as thou art able, becauſe the greateſt debt that 
cuer thou didſt owe was paid forthee, 


Priſoners of another nature. 


GOms there bee which haue gotten other mens paxkrapts; 
goods, and ſolyeheere to defraud them, theſe of 
all men deferue no pitty or compaſhon, which rye 
their owne hands,aud makethem{zlues ga'ly-flayes, 
onely to weare golden fetters:how can{t thouſay thy 
prayers and expet a bleſſing ſhould bee poured on 
thee, that ſo willingly erceti irom che type of aiuſt 
| man, 
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8 Eſſayes andCharatters of Priſoners, 

Fac aljs ferirman, which is, (S#nm cuique attribuere.) I will not 
quod ves 7] fpeake much of thee becauſe it muſt beall gall : One= 
ly this in hopeto amend thee, the gallowes on which 
fo oore Theefe hangeth is moſt fit for thee + hee 

robbeth one man, thou whole families: heis a Felon 

to man onely, thouart a Felonto God and man : if 

he kill, he doth it ſodainely , and but one, when thou 

with a lingring death deſtroyeſt father,mother, chil- 

dren , and peraduenture many Orphans lefc to their 

Dinitie fxiunt Charge. But looke to it, that although thou com- 
homxe: poze®: yound for two ſhillings or three ſhillings in the 
+ pps pound y the ouerplus which thou ſo ill haſt gor, will 
Li: Bring thy foule into ſuch debt,that the remainder wil 
te, male fila. not pay the intereſt to ſau the forfeiture of thy ſoule 
buntur, to the Diuell, which will damne thee and thy angells 
with him and his angels; and thy iſſue or allies which 

| ſhall enioy them ſhall neuer proſper with them. 


The Charattey of a Priſoner. 


Priſoner is an impatient Patient, lingring vnder 

the rough hands ofa cruell Phifirian, his creditor 
hauing caſt his water knowes his diſeaſe, and hath 
power to cure him, but takes more pleaſure to kill 
him. He is like Tazts/us, who hath freedome run- 
ning by his doore yet cannot enioy the leaft benefit 
thereof, his greateſt griefe is , that his credit was ſo 
good andnow no better : his landis drawne within 
the compaſle of aſheepes skin, and his owne hand 
the fortification that barres him of entrance: hee is 


fortunes toſſing-bal,an obic& that would make mirth 
| melancholy. 


 Effayes andCharatters of Creditors. 9 
melancholly : to his friends an abie&, and a ſubie&t 
of nine _dayes wonder in cucry Barbers ſhop; and 
a mouthfull of pitty (that he had no better fortune) | 
to Midwiues and talkatiue Goflips ; and all the con- 
rent that this tranficory life can giue him,ſeemes bur 
coflouthim, in reſpe& the reſtraint of liberty barres 
the true vie. To his familiars hee is like a plague, 
whom they dare ſcarcecomenigh for feare of in- 
ſection, he is a monument ruined by thoſe which 
rayſed him, hee ſpends the day with a hez mihi, we 
wiſerum, and the night with a Nulzs eft meadicabilis 
herbis, 


Of Creditors. 


A Creditor hath two paire- of hands, one of fleſh 

and blood, and that nature gaue him; another 

of Iron, and that the law giues him : but the eng's 

more predominant «ken the other, for mercy guids 

the one, .and mammon the other. But-if hee once 

conſider what hee goeth aboutto doe, and that it 

is the Image of God whom he laboureth to deface Pet ſtcit bo- 
and oppreſſe with miſeries and calamities : then ry nc 
the ſoftneſſe of the one doth fo operate that it (wn, 
meets with the hardnes of the other, which neuer 

comes to paſſe but when grace and mercy kiſle Law 

and Iuftice, but ſuch dayes are ſeldome ſer downe 

in our Calenders, - butI perſwade niy ſelfe that for a 

ſtrange Meridian is that Almanacke calculated in 

which they are found, 


I by minc owne experience (though little, yer too 
wp = C vs = = 


F01id. 


Homo bemini 
lip u5s 


10 Bſſayes andCharafters of Creditors. 


much tolearne it heere) haue knowne of my owne 


knowledge a hundred Creditors -which have laid 
their Debtors in Irons; as relenrleſle as themſelues, 
and of thoſe hundred, if Iſhould adde a hundred 
more, I thinke I ſhould nominate but one onely, 
and onely one of a merciiull breit, who did not one- 
ly grieue to {ce his Debtor oppreſt with miſery , bur 
alſo laid money out of his purſeto free him, he thor 
a ſecond arrow to find the firſt, and ſuppole he ſhoe 
both away, doe you think his quiuer was the empti- 
er? No, he ſcattered a handtull of corne, and rea- 
ped a buthell, hee receiued treble intereſt, he gained 
by this new ſecurity, and ſuch as would not faiie him 


 atthe day , God became his Debtor, and paid him 


more then his accompt came to. 

Thou that art a Creditor wilt-nor belecue this : 
doe not. But in ſtead of this mans weeping, make 
thy debtor melt into teares, and in ftead of his 1a- 
mentationg reioyce hee is in thy hands to vſe him 
cruelly, and flatter thy ſelfe in ſaying; thou haſt no 
reaſon to looſe ſo much by him, but I-will haue his 
body, or in perſwading thy ſelte thathis friends will 


 notlet himilye for ſuch a debr,and that thou wilt not 
 fergiue him bur nolens wolens wilt bee ſatisfied , or 


clic he (hall tarue and rot: Othou wicked man,thou 
neuer dolt con{ider what teares thy Sautour ſhed to 
free thee, and when thou waſt given vp tothe priſon 


_ of Hell; by the handy of ghy cruell Creditor the Di- 


uell co bee crucllyrogmented, yer Chriſt paid ail thy 
ſcores with his moſt precious blood, and how carnft 


thou lye downg. on thy- pillow, to pray to God ro 


> 


* + 


torgiue 
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forgiue thee a million of debts, nay they run ito 
emfinitum, which will not forgiue thy brother one . 
debt: And when all thy friends would not redeeme 
thee, thy Sauiour freed thee how canſtrhou do theſe 
things with a ſafe conicience? Doſt thou not ſleepe 
on the pillow of thy owne damnacion , thy prayers 
turne into curfings, and thou doſt but mocke him 
that chou prayeſt to. b+: 3 

Conſider what a great ſcoare thou art to pay, 
what an accomptrhou art to make, and how thou 
ſhalt nor eſcape if thou vſe ſuch cruelty till thou haſk 
paid the vtrermoſt farthing, thou that art a cruel! 
murtherer,whom the reuenge and wrongs of awife, 
children, Parents, and orphans, will like the blood of 
Aellcall ro heauen for vengeance on thee and thy 
poſterity : doe but conſider of this, and then thou 
wilt be affraid ro torment thy brother. But imitate 
the Romanes, who rather builded a templetor the 
reliefe of thoſe which were falleninto decay and po- 
' uerty, then find a Priſon to ſtaruethem in, and fol- 
low Ti'us Yeſpatian , who hauing omitted bur one 
day to doe iultice, cauſed that day to be put forth of 
the Calender. So that day when thou ſhalt haue but 
a thoughr of cormenting thy-poore brother , do but 
fooke into thy owne Conſcience, and it will make 
thec repent that cuer thou haſt lived ſuch a day 
wherein thou haſt plaid the Tyrant in thy heart. The 
rockes haue ycelded reliefe to men oppreſt,but thou 
more harder then they, art che cauſe of their miſery. 
Be thou as great a tyrant ouer thy poore Debtor as 
Nero was to Rome,as m_ as Phalaris,as inhumane 

2 as 
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. as LYca22, and inthe end thou doſt with theſe get a 
_ + {laffeto breake thy owne head, and lay a ſnare which 
thouthylelfe ſhalt fall into, for though thy owne 

perſon eſcape, yet thy poſterity ſhall be ſure to teele 
the puniſhment. | 
Thou that vaunteſt, and wilt make dice of thy deb- 
ters bones : be theſe the words of a man > No, of a 
monſter 3 no, but a Diucll; nay worſe then a Diuell, 
a thing not worthy name : for theſe words thou art 
as infamous, as the Iewes hatefull for caſting of dice 
for our Lords garment,that garment was bur aſenſe- 
leſſe thing, but thou caſts dice for a picce of thy Re- 
deemers body, | 
- Thou takeft with one clap of a Varlets hand, from 
the Courtier his honor,from the Lawyer his tongue, 
from the Merchant the Seas, from the Citizen his 
credit, from the Scholler his preferment, from the 
Husbandman the earth it ſelfe, and from all men (as 
much as thou maiſt) the.brightneſlſe and warmth of 
the Sunne of heauen. In a word, ifnothing will make 
thy ſtony heart relent, thou in being cruell to thy 
debter art worſe then the hang-man ; hee before he 
ſtrikes begs pardon, thou takeſt a pride to condemne 
where thou maiſt ſaue. | 
But it may be thy eſtate is ficke,thy credit much in- 
aged, and to faue thy ſelte thou art forced to doe 
this. | 
In ſo doing thou doeſt well, if another wearethy: 
coare, andthou gaeſt cold, thou maiftplucke it:from 
his ſhoulders. Ifthou art hungry and another keepes: 
thy meate, thou maiſt take itoff his Table : if hee be 
TS E; able 


Eſſayes and Charafters of Creditors. 13 
able to cure thy wound, which for his ſake thou haſt 
made, thou haſt reaſon to ſeeke thy remedy; bug if he 

- which hath borrowed thy coate hath worne it our, 
and hath not a ragge to couer him with, wilt thou 
trample vpon his naked body ? If with the Iew of 
Malra in ſtead of coyne thou requiireſt a pound of 
fleſh next to thy debrers heart, wilt thou cut him in 
pieces ? If thy debter offer thee his bed hee lyes in, 
his chamber hee ſleepes in, his diſh hee drinkes in; 
nay, all that hee hath, ſo thar he leaues himſelfe, wife 
and children as naked as they came into the world, 
wilt thou for all this ſuffer him to lye in priſon? If 
thou be mercifull ro thy debter that cannot pay thee, 
alas, what is it ? No more then if thou ſhouldeſt life 
vp the head of a ficke man vpon his pillow to caſe 
him, he may reconer and doe as much for thee, In 
priſon pouerty is made beggery, and ſo thereby thou 
doſt nor onely. vndoe thy debrer, but looſe all, there- 
fore be mercifull and pirtifull, and thou ſhalt not loſe 


| thy reward. 


Lycargus being askt why hee made no Law for par- 
ricides, he anſwered, becauſe he thought there were 
none ſo vnnaturall : ſo if I ſhould haue ſtudied all the _ 
dayes of my lite, and thar my yeares ſhould be dou- 
bled, I ſhould neuer haue imagined cither to haue ijn- 
uented, ar to haue beene an eye.wittiefſe of ſuch vn- 
naruralneſle as is here exemplary; as the'Sonine who 
being bound for his Father, to free himſelfe hath laid 
his:Father vp in cloſe priſon, andhere hathdetayned 
him ſeagen yeares, never yeelding to any compoſi- 
tion; bur his poore father lives at his mercilefſe 

C3 :_— money 


Parricides, 
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mercy: and againe, the father ſaffers his ſonne to be 
impriſoned for his owne debt at his owne ſuire; ſurely 
a thing ſo abhord, that I tremble co write it, and 
none can rcade it without bluſhing. 
Vhatwill this world come to,when the Mammon 
of this world ſhall ſer father againſt ſonne , ſonne a- 
gainlt father, and make them more mercilefle then 
Tyzers, and more vnnaturall then beafts : for a beaſt 
forfakes not his own,but pan reſpe&eth gold betore 
his friend, andthe father coyne before the ſonne of 
his body.fl:ſh othis fleſh. And thefonne,the God of 
this world before his father, which gauec him life and 
being, whom hee ought to cheriſh, and vndergoe all 
troubles to caſe him. But looke to it.þoth tazhers 
and children , leaft in a*moment the iuſt iudgement 
of God fal vpon you, and damne you and your gold 
together, louing it berier then thoſe whom you 
ought tocheriſh, and the one to bee buta thing of 
* _.._. thebaſcſteſteeme, in reſpec of the other. I could 
— /enar<ong exemplific ic with hiſtories as well forraine as dome. 
dere pores, ftique butthat itis nor my purpole,tor Ex paucis plus 
 11mA concipit ingenum, 


The Chara&Fer of a Creditor, 


Creditor is 'aman whoſe eſtate is wrapped vpin 
* *Sheep-skins, his rifing growes by his debtors 
fall, his credit relies vpon his Debtor. performance, 
andthe death of a young Gallants father, is more 
pleaſing to him then taſting dayes to an Vſurer, or 


death to a Broker, hee growes rich only by purting 
or 
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Eſſayes and Char atters of Creditors, 15 
forth commodities, which immediately conuerts to 
diſcommodities, hee will nor put out money for ten 
in the hundred, for Vſury is hatefull ro him, but hee 
loues extortion and makes that his /# 77 man bonum, 
for hee will Marchandize with you whereby hee will 
gaine ſixty in a hundred , hee is- your Cities honeſt 
man, which is, to ſpeak the truth,more then aknaue, 
for a knaue that is crafty needes no Broker, but hee 
cannor live without one. Hee is a man compoſed of 
all loue, and proteſting kindneſleto pleaſure the oc- 
cafions of his gallant Debtor,with his much affirma- 
tion of his reſpe&t, how willing hee is to doe his 
worſkip a pleaſure, whereby the chiefe ayme of his 
pleaſare is to haue a footing ypon ſome capitall meſ- 
ſuage, or elſeto bee fingring ſome petty Lordſhip, 
or comely Mannor, who hauing no ſooner glurred | 
himſelfe wich the rich Banquet of his Debtors deere 
coſt, but immediately to Phiſicke himſelfe, hee is at 
the charge of a faire hackney Coach withthree moft 
abſolute Iades to draw him (whither he moſt wil- 
lingly 15 drawne) with his curious wiferand, two, or | : 
three of his owne conditioned neighbours, to ſee ,,.,. -..; 
this goodly purchaſe, who prepare themſelues ſome gauder, 
fortnight before hand,gnd prune themſelues vppe in 
their Peacocks feathers, like-rthepnppetsin a Lord 
Mayors pageant, and ior this his great a& hee is ad- 
| mired at amongſt his neighbours,as the Owle in the 
day time amongſt other birds, and eſteemed of with - 
as muchreſpect as thar Captaine P3gmi was , which 
was Commander in that bloody watres againſt the - - 
terrible black Crowes. © OP : 
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16 Eſſayes anilCharatters of Companions. 
 ACreditor may farther be ſaid to be either, homo, 
meon/trum, or Demen. A man, when hee caſts his 
Debtor into Priſon with a determination to ſeeke 
his owne, not to ruine him, and if he bee not ableto 
pay all,to take what hee can ſpare, and giue him day 
for the reſt, and ſo releaſe him:this man is(home howms- 
14 Deus) that as he doth puniſh ſo he doth preſerue, 
A Monſter,when hee hath not onely extended his 
ſubſtance, bur cafts him in priſon, and is as deafe as 
an adder to heare of releaſe till hee haue paid him 
the vetermoſ? farthing. 
A Diuell,when he hath ruined him doth reioyce 
toſechimfall, and in ſtead of coyne will haue his 
carkaſle: But to find a Creditor both Home & an- 
zelns,that will releaſc his priſoner when he is notable 
ro payhim, andthat will conſider, that w/tre poſſe 
non eft eſſe. Such a one is, Kara anis in terr15 070. 


a” 


Of choyce of company in Priſon. 


V Ouldeſt thoulearneto diſpute well 2 Bee an 
excellent Sophiſter. Wouldſt thou diſpute 
of forraigne affaires , and bee an excellent Lin- 
guiſt 2 I connſell thee re trauell. Wouldſt thou 
bee of a pleaſing aud affetionate behauiour ? Fre- 
quent the Court. Vouldft thou diue into the ſecret 
villanies of man? Lye in priſon. 

Fia periculoſse., Take heed when thou entreſt into this wildernefle 
of wilde beaſts, whar path thou takeft, ſome guideis 
neceſſary , or elſe vnawares thou wilt with the Ro- 
mane Emperours Steward fal into apit,where cruel 

deuouring 


Eſaes and Charaftersof Companions. 17 
deuouripg Beaſts are intrapped,, which will ruine 
thee. «x7 * 


Setiety is the ſtring atwhichthe life of -man han. 


geth, without which 1s no muſicke,two inthis Malke- 


isbut avnion, 44 had. his Exe, and euery ſonne of. 
Adam hath his brother whom he loues. 


No Chariotruns with ore wheele, two makes it! 


leddy,a third is ſuperfluous, fouretoo cumberſome: 


thou muſt chooſe one and but one,who walkes alone 


is lame, 


Menofall enndiclens areforcedinto Priſon, as all 


Rivers run into the Seca, therefore it-is goadto bee 
familiar withall, acquainted with few, and if with 
aly,cande vw cantilemam cane, but with one; make tri- 


allwhactheveſſell will hald,, before. thoupowrce thy- 


ſelfe into himzand be wary wharthoy fayeft ordoeſt, 
' for thouſhalchauerhe eyes of cauy,not of reproofe, 
' which willlooke vpon thee, to malice thee if thou 
doch well, and ifthoudeny to follow them in'theic 
bumors , and to:danceatter their owne pipe', thou! 
ſhale - bee 'more emulated then: the | boy: was. of 
the two Ladics when he preferred Yexns before in gi- 


uing her the golden Ball; and if by accident thow 


+ doftany;thing.amiſleas; bumenunn eft errare, thou 
ſhalebeemorevilified, and with inueterate mallice 
more proſecuted to diſgrace thee, then the Pariſicns 
did the Hugonites. 

Bee wary therefore of thy company, . os 0 bee 


abowlefoxcuery Alley, andrunintocuery compa- | 


ny, proves thy mind to haue no bias. 


(by comming into Priſon, is likea Trauelleriovms: | 
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a 1$' EfſayesatilCharafters of Companions. 
ming into ſtrange Countries, who takes vpſcuerall 
lodgings, hath many welcomes, but they arenot to 
him; burto his money. SF, Yes 
"Tf thou wilt dwell withrhy ſelfe,bee not giddy,but 
compoſed, for hee that is enery where is no where, 
ther: fore bee wary whom thou ſeicfteſt, for heere 
bee of all ſorts, for thou ſhalt as well find a flattering 
G#atho,as a diſlembling Sinon,andifthouhauec ſtore 
of crownes then ſhalt thou bee ſure to bee humored / 
and be beloucd with outward reſpes,and then they. 
' witl-counfell and aduiſe rhec;; with proteſtations of 
their loue, but lookero ſuch, whoſe counſel} to 
heare and not imbrace will not hurt, but may 
much improue thee; but if once takenir will operate 
as the apple which Ya/entive Durcheſle of Orlcans 
| caſtto.cheyoung Princes, which onceraſted, will fo ' 
+; -  poyſon thee with corruption that thou art vncu. . 
=» rable. | W722 
-Bunrther, heere bee vaine-glorious and ralkatiue-: 
beaded fooles, fach-will morctroublethee then any 
action-of debt whichuis laid on/thee :heere bee' com>! 
mondrunkards, which lie: heauicr on:thee then an 
EXECUTION... WEI IE ores 7, IF 
' Burifchou ſuffer amantalyclonginthyboſome, 
albeirhis condaions beefullof flawes,-yer labour co 
:e arid ſeame vp his vices, rather thentocaſthim 
_ off, leaſt that ic call thine owae iudgement in- 
quditons} yur gion vill 91015593 WLVE 256 
| -:Allonenhaveimperfetians; 'ahd being in Priſon 
Hamann iſt wee muſt not lookto hauetiem {tarces, this place is 
on ne Oweforiuch cobſicliaions, © 
Sfrier! = Let 
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Effayes and Char afers of Companions. 19 
| Lernot thy companion be a miſerable baſe-minded 
fellow, for then niggardlinefle will-hold her fin- 
gers on thy purſe. ſtrings, lethim notbea Prodigall, 
for then he will draw thce co riot, if adulterer to1luſft, | 
if a ſwearer to damned oarhs, if a pot-companion piuitie facime 
to.drunkenneſle, acquaint thy {clfe therefore not with homies poren- 
che moſt bur beſt, not the beſt in cloaths or money, #95 #97 mee 
burin vertue, if there bee none ſuch in Priſon, then, 
keepe company with thy ſelfe,in thy Chamber keep £«# bonis be- 
company with P/utarke and Seneca » Perkins and 4 
Greenham, the one will tcach theeto live well ; the 
_ othertodye well. | 12400giHivs 


The Charatley of Companions in Priſan. 
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A not bomines tot ſantentie, )..6vGmad 
LL Companies arenot alike,neither is there an 
vnion'in their diſpoſitions. I will therfore touch 

but three kinds of perſons which thou ſhalt bee ſure 

co find in priſon. vez, , | 
1 A Paxaſtte. | 
2 Alohn indifferent. i 
1» 3 Atrue harted Titus. | | 
The firſt: louerh thee berter for thy meanes then 
merit, thy ſubſtance then thy ſelfe, who will rip open 
thy boſome to thy enemie, and when thy.money be- 
insto ſinke, will flye from thee,and will beethe firſt 
hat will diſgracethee. He is likeawhorc,who will no. 
longerfaune then thouwilt feed him:Heis a trencher' 

_ raicall, which will more hate thee when thou leaueft 

to releeue him, then _ hee did ſcame to loue Hoo: 

W 2 


"-- 


zo ." Bfſayes and Charatiers of Vifitants. 

The ſecond is'one that will flatter thee, and will 
neither abſolutely love chee nor hate thee, bur when 
prefent will bee withthee, when abſent againfi thee, 
bee is hicet wbigue , hecre and cuery where, andin 
very truth hee is no where. 

The laſt of theſe thou maiſt call the maſculine ſweet 
heart, which may be reſembled to truth, whole bo- 
ſome is alwaycs bare, and hath a breaſt of Chryſtall, 
that thou. maiſt looke through his body to his heart ; 
hee.is one that will loue thee in deios he will re- 
ſpec chee inthe kicchin as well as inthe parlour, hee 
will reuerence thee in the Hole as wellas in the Ma- 

ve/ur amicys Ners ſide, hee will looke on thee in rags as well as in 

oplimus theſau- robes, and will acknowledge thee in ferters as well as 

'T in a feather-bed : come ftormes, come calmes, come 
tempeſts, come Sun-ſhine; come what can come, he 
willbe thine and ſicke to thee,  - 7; 


Of Viſitants in Priſon. 


Nullus ad amiſſas ibit #nicns pes. + 

Rom a ruinous houſe-euery man flyes: they that 

are abroad'aske cuery day how thou doeſt, when 
in priſon they proteſt they are forry for thy;misfor- 
wines, but neuet come to thee:'{uchate like idle pats 
ſengers preſſing;about a Barbers ſhop when a man is 
carryed tn wounded, who will /pecepe in and: chmbe 
abourchewindowes, but dare notenterimtotheſbop 
for feare they ifhovld- fall: ineo- a ſwoond to: ſee him 
drefi. A prifoner ts as wuchbeholding to ſuch leape- 
 froggeacquamance, asaman4haken withan Ague 

x9 _ | 
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Eſſayes and Charafters of Vifitants, 21 
ro eucry goffipping woman hee'meetes,, who will 
reach him an hundred medicines, and not oneworth - 
taking. 0%, 22tborronrTif91 "'þ 
Bur if thy abilitie beſach that thou workeftthy li- 
bertie,then thou ſhalchaue as many hands imbracing 
thee as Centimuenus had, much wine with: licele loue 
beſtowed vpon thee, with oaths -infinite,; that they 
' were comming forty times to ſce thee, but this or 
that occaſion hindred them, when indeed they were 
afraid thou ſhouldeft haue had occaſion to vie them: 
and they had purpoſed to haue come this day, bur 
they arc happythatthy ſo much deſired liberty hath 

reuented them, to ſuch giue no credit, onely ſalute 
them with a Sal/ae and a# ate. | 
Others will come co thee with weeping-and ſigh- 
ing to cheare theevp, ſuch are like Robin-redbreaſts 
char bring ſtrawes |1n their charitable bils co couer 
the dead. - | 03G 334; 54m 
Others will promiſe ro-lend thee money, butzzy 
them before thou haue occaſion to vie-themw, which 
if they deny thee whenthou artatliberry,be then yn- 
tothem as aſhadow: But trucfriends in aprifog/are 
like ſtrawberries in /a>barren/ country, cthatone- can 
hardly get'a handfullotthem in awhold yearcs ay, 
they-arclike your Roſes here iniChriftmas,a thow _ 
fand to one if in an age encbe fownd,fo inprifon it 
& agrext ods, if ob arhouſandkinſmen; allies; and 
acqueineranceT findebaronemucfriend=..:! {is 151i; 
' Doviee eris ſelixirinltos numer abis amices,: ' 1 i! 
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22 FEſfſayesandCharabters of Vifitants. 
live, ynder what fortunate Planet may I iudge my 
ſelfero be borne, and that rhe Conficllations of the 
ſtarres haue much fauoured mee, that amongſt all my 
fleſh and blood I haue found one true Damon or 
fairhfull:Py/xdes, and amongſt all my acquaintance 
have tound ſome faithfull,and more.conſtant in their 
lone and reſpe&ro mein this place, then when I was 
at hberry chey did make ſhew of : Such Maſts that ſo 


_ ſavemein ſuch wracks, I muſt cuer loue; with ſuck 


Dolphins in all my dangers, let me cucr mcete. 
The Charatter of Vifitants. 


V Ifitants are men for the moſt part compoſed alt 
-(V; of 'prorefting promiſes, and little or no perfer- 
mance, they are like your Almanacks , which when 
they prognoſticate faire weather, itis a million to a 
mK&<c1if it proue nat contrary: they are like the Gers 


 main'clockswhich ſeldome goeright, their tongues 


run faſter then the clocke on Shroue-tucſday , the 
piſſing Conduit in cheapſide,or an Iriſh mais paire 
of heeles when hee runnes on a wager. They will tyre 
thine cares more in onehowre with their loud pro- 
teſtations, then a Scholler, Citizen or Taylor will a 
hackney horſe in halfe a dayes riding, but in perfor- 
mance will bee as {low as a Snayle in her pace, and 
wherethy meſſenger comes to bon for money, then 


they will bee ſure to haue the Strangullion,or Chol., 
lick that they cannot fpeake', 'and -looke as ruftily 
on thy meſſenger, as a Lawyer will on his clyent 
which fucth vnder forwa peauperes, your letters 2s ac- 

| | ceptable_ 
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; Efſayes and Charatters of | Entertainers, 23 
ceptable as water into a Shippe., the Kings priuie 
ſcale to an Vſurer,a Subpcena to a Country Gentle- 
man,ora Catch pole amongſt the friendly ſociery of 
Gallants, © MO DOWN Gl gt: 

They are like the rings and chaines bought at S. 
Martines,that weare faire for altecle time,but ſhortly 
afrer will proue Alchimy, or rather pure Copper. 
Laſtly, they are like the Apples whichgrow onthe 
Bankes of Gomorrab, theyhaue crimſon andbeauti- 
full rindes, bur when they come to gather them chey: 


crumble all to duſt. 
Of Entertainment in Priſon. 


A S ſoone as thou commelt before rhe gate of the 
A Prifon , doe bur thinke thou at enrring into 
Hell; and it will extetuate ſomewhat of thy. miſery, 
for thou ſhalt be ſure nor only to find hell, butfiends 
and vgly monſters, which with centinuall rorments 
will affl:& thee, for atthe gate there ſtands Cepberns,; 
a'man'in thew, buradogge in ny ene 
rrance will fawne vpon thee, bidding thee welcome 
in reſpc& of the golden cruſt which hee muſt haue 
caſt him; then hee opens the*doore) wiitwall gentle- 
nes.,. ſhewing thee the way to miſery:is very tacile, 
arid being once in, hee ſhuts it with ſuchfury, thar- ie 
makes the foundation ſhake and the:doore and wins 
dowes ſo barricadocd, that a man fo looſeth:hinw 
ſelferwich ad.nivation 'thar hee canhardly nnde' the 
way out and be a found man. Nowfarthe.moſtpare 
your Porter js cither ſome broken Cirtizen, nt 


2.4. Efſayes avdCharatiets of Entertainment. -, 
hath plaid Lack of. all trades, [ome Pander,Broker or 
Hangman , that hath plaid the knaue with all men. 
and for the more certainty: his. Embleme is a red 
Beard, to which Sacke hath made his Noſe couſin 
German. Sg EHe 
No'fooner ſhall a man paſſe this fury, buthee is 
conducted to-little cafe his chamber, where hee no 
ſooner bath etured, bur (hard viage) his chamber- 
lainefalutes him, and proteſts hee hath lodged thee 
with-as honeſt a manas himſelfe, when as in truth a 
aire of Sheres cannot part the knaue betwixtthem, 
and proteſteth thou ſhalt haue a cleane paire of 
ſheeres, and of the beſt, who hauingno ſooner fin- 
gred thy coyne,but ſends thee a paire of ſheets, fit- 
ter fora horſe then a man, who hauing plaid the 
Iade fo with thee, then leaves thee. Hee no ſooner 
departs, but thredbare and monilefle thy.chamber- 
fcllowes, come vpon thee for a Garniſh, which if 
. thoudeny them or haſt no money, then Exit cloake 
from thy ſhoulders, and cnter two douſen of pots, 
and one douſen of pipes, this is the pillow whigh 
ſhall begiuen thee to ſlecpe on the firſt night: now 
thou'muſt bee ſaluted in the morning, or clſe perad- 
venture thou wiltthinke thy ſelfe not welcome. 
Tie morning at thy vpriſing, (Pothearbe) the 
Gardiner appecares in his likenefle and hee will haue 
extum axreum,for the narrow path thou haſtts 
wW 88; 0; 8 7 | | ; £2 T6E2-1 iy 
-iThen to: whet 'on thy fomach-ro dinner comes 
(Ext-throat) the Steward for his crowne, who: pro- 
fefleth much kindneſſe hee willſhew thee, for thou 
- mH1&d1 haſt 


44.4 


x | 
Efſayes. and CharaFers of Entertainers. 15 
haſt bound him with thy courteſſe, :ro couſen thee, 
notonely in thy meat but money. - | 

Next after this comes (Miſtrelſe Mutzon- chops.,) 
the head Cooke , who proreſteth thou ſhalt com- 
mand her,who hauing no ſooner greaſed her fingers 
with thy {iluer, but cuer after ſhee will haue a. hand: 
inthy diſh;doe whatthoucanſtro-preuent it, ſo on 
all ſides the blood of thy purſe muſtbee poured our- 
ro maintaine ſuch mercilefſe Blood-hounds , and: 
continuall purſe. leaches. | 

Theſe Furics, as they hauediuers ſhapes; ſo hane 
they ſeucrall kindes ot temptations, for after thou: 
haſt beene ſome fortnighrtin Priſon , they will come. 
to thee to cheerethee, leaſt thou ſhovldſtadde mes; 
lancholly todiſcontentment, andwill tell thee they 
wiſh thee well; and thou ſhalt command them, and 
im their opinion the ſight of the Street will much 
contentthee,*and they will attend thee to the Ta- 
uernewithinthe rule, where thou muſt quench their 
thirſbwith Sacke, and what is got of thee is well got 
beingobrainedbysule, tor he thatliues by rule can« 
not crre. 

Suppoſe thou either perceiueſt theſe things by. 
others, or by thy owne experience,and (o refule this: 
profcred curtefie of theirs, purchaſed fortheir plea- 
ſures atthy owne coſt. Then if at any time vpon iuſk 
occaſion thou deſireſt it, thou muſt giuethem a Cup 
of aurum potabile, orelſe expect not the leaft faucur 
or ſmalleſt courteſie, for no penny no Pater-noſter, 
no gold no friend{hip. 

It thou continually be offered injuries beare them 
patiently, 


wy 


26 Pſſayes and Charafters of Entertainers, 
patiently, or elſe thou ſhaltbe laid in Irons for ſatiſ- 
faQtion. | 

© » If theyperceiue thov art like to continue and haſt 
good meanes,thou ſhalt wantno content that priſon 
can yeeld,bur eucry dram of content will coſt thee a 
pound of filuer, Ca, | 

When they heare thou art ypon diſcharge, then 
willchey bee very ſorry and make all the beſt meanes 
that poſſibly they canto detaine thee, but if there be 
no remedy but thou muſt needs depart, then what 
with their three halfe pence a pound for Action mo- 
ney, andthree inche pound for Execution,they will 
make ſuch alarge bill which will be more vnconſcio. 
nablethen a Taylors, for hee will abate of the Sam- 
-14 totalis, butin this heere is nothing to bee abated, 
all their ſpeech is /xger poxe, or elſe with their ill cu- 
Rome they will detaine thee,for thy denyallis an ex- 
© ecution without triall by law, for notwithſtandin 
_ that Fe iuſt men, mwalns v/as abolendus of 


heere can/eruandus et preſeruandes , and ſo the en» 
trance into priſon, the continuance in priſon 5 and 
and the diſcharge out of Priſon, will be nothing bur 
_ racking the heartſtrings of poore priſoners, and ex- 
hauſting the ſubſtance of the diftreſſed, whatſoeucr 
their wants be, holding it fora maxime, that Summa 
#Kiurizcf} [ummum 1#5. 
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' Efſayes ind Charafiersof Keepers, 17. 
of Keepers which goe abroad with Priſoners, 


H Aſt thou a defire to goe abroad, thy Argos 
which attends thee, will bee more chargeable 4-Shillngs por 
then the Lord Mayors gally toiſt on S:mox and Judes ne" no | 
day, or a Cittizens wife to her husband when ſtraw- | 
berries and Cherries are firſt cryed in the Streets, 
and will conſume thee if thou "av heh not, thou 
maiſt better cheape ride on thy foort-cloth, then go 
abroad with thy keeper. is 
If thou walkeft » in with.chy Keeper , vic him 
friendly, butnot reſpeQiuely, ſo manage him that he 
ſtall rather thinke himſclfe beholding ro thee then 
thou to him, for howſoeuer he faunes ypon thee with 
complements , ftanding bare with oidens atten- 
gdance;yct know,he ſcrues in his place butas the Dog 
the Butcher,he is to thee as a cur to adroue of beaſts, 
if thou goeſt on quietly (be itto thy ſlaughter among 
griping Cittizens, and cruell Creditors tro worke thy. 
o'wne freedome) hee waites gently and brings thee 
to the deore, but if thou once offer to ſtray hee wor- 
ries thee. 
Remember his eye ſhootes at two whites,thy per- 
ſon and thy purſe, the one is to guardthee, the other 
to feed him, thou artcompelled ro protet thy Car- 
kaſe vader his ſhelcer as a ſheepe in a terrible ſftorme 
ynder a bryer, and be furethy ſtanding theres 19 
hauc ſome of thy woolltorneoff, .- - | 
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23* EſfſayesaudCharatters of Keepers. 
The Charatter of Keepers, 


Our Keepers moſt commonly are infinuating 
knaues, and mercinary raſcals, wearing their 


Maiſters liuery,but their owne badge, which is ſlaue: 


in fulproportion they looke like the picture of enuy, 
with their hands continually diuing into poore Pri- 
ſoners pockets, with their heads vncouered, ſtill pro- 
fering courteſies when their harts make anſwer what 
kindnes they doe is (nor #47 ſedpreunie) they moſt 
commonly feed well to their Maiſters credit, bur the 
tablers charge. Now if any take ex6eption of the 
badge knave which I haue giuen them, - as the old 
pronerbeis, touch a gald horſe and he will kicke, I 
will maintaine whar Iiay outof their owne authors, 
a bird of their own neft yet not altogether ſo ill, who 
ſaid rome tharthe was weary of his ſlauiſh lite , in re- 
ſpe&he muſt bee knaue in his place, who ſaid, if hee 
were trueto hisMaiſter,hee muſt bee knaue to prilo- 
ners, iftrueto priſoners, knaue to his Maiſter. So be 
hee honeſt in his vocation or diſhoneſt, he muſt bee 


| ill knaue ; for #za/s mens malns animns. 


*'There are aboundince of theſe ſnakes which lic 
lurking iri chis place, whofechicfcſt felicity is to talke 
of ſo mahy new priſoners which are committed, and 
arercaly tofaint iftheyburheare of releaſe, and all 
thedagyes at Paris-gardenkeep nor ſuctra bawling 
as theſe curres cuery motning/in the Tearme, to-goe 
abroad with poore priſoners by rule, onely to prey 
and ſcize vypon their coyne , and they will not abate 

| © 1% one 
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Eſſayes and Charafters of Keepers, 19 
ene penny of their extortion , though the poore 
priſoner faſt a week with bread and water, And they. 
reioyce more for a habeas corpus in the vacation , 
then the huſ bandman for a plentifull harneſt, or the 
Merchant for the ſafe landing of his Ship. 

For money, they will doe any thing, bee it neuer 
\ ſoill, ſorhereby they may purchale coyne, holding 
it a 7:14x#me,that filuer is well gotren if by any means 
obtained, and ro vie cruelty ro Priſoners is policy 
and wiſedome; becaule now is the time or neuer, 
_ for being once infranchiſcd; they will bee as wary ro 
comein againe as the bird which hattreſcapzd rhe 
Foulers net. 


Eſſages and Charaiters of Iaylors aud Keepers of 
Priſons. | 


"FT Heſe are din-rſa but not contraria, they are all 
| one in nature,inplace onely they differ, (zomme 
tantum the Keeperis the roote, body and bulke' of 
the tree, the Iaylors are but branches ſome ſlip off by 
tofle ofa priſoner, by being giuento drunkennes or 
whoring, (adiundts inſeperable to them) or by any 
other debauchednes,, at the pleaſure of their com- 

mander, | 
The Maiſter of a Priſon is the primum mobile, in 
that cuerlaſting motion (a Iayle ) -and thoſe oy! 
turners, and ſtreet-walkers,are the petty andneceſla- 
ry ſlauiſh wheeles, whichrunne like hotfes in Milles 
continually z by day with their feete;, quicke eyes, 
and obſeruwing faces , by night with their £cares, 
7 : E 3 En, that 
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30 FEfſayesandCharattersof Iaylors.. 
that doore- ſhould flye open, and priſoners e- 
ſcape. | 

| Many men (borne well, of gentle blood, and ex- 
craordinary education) forſake the calmes of their 
owne happy fortunes, to arriue on theſe quickſan- 
ded Shores andeither by ſtrength of purſe, or free 
gifrof greatperſons , hauc ſuch places of command 
conferd ypon them (I ſpeake heere ofthe better ſorr 
which arc the Maiſters) yet I know not whether the 
peruerſe varulines of Priſoners, with whom they ate 
to.wraſtle,or whether the fate of ſuch Star-croft hou- 
ſes, or what other malcuolent aſpe& ſticks vpon 
them; IknownorlIſay,whether one of theſe ſingle,or 
all of them rogether,alter ſoft and noble inclinations 
into cruell and crooked ones, neither is my com- 
plaint or condemnation of them generall, for I know 
fome of this File, may and doe marct1 in the rankes 
of men both worthy, and full of commiſſcration to- 

wards thofe poore people vnder their charge. 
 Butforthe ſecond fort, which properly are Iaylors 
indeed, they are commonly either baſc tradeſmen 
that have broken.and by alittle mony pared off from 
other mens goods, buy ſuch offices; els are they lazy 
Seruing-men , who becing weary of carrying the 
 Cloake-bagge, thinke it a brave life to come and 
command as good and ſometimes better men then 
their Maiſters,within the ſtinking precinds of apr 
ſon or take the beſt choyce you can, they are bur 
out-worne Soldicrs,but indeed for the moſt part the 
very off-ſcum of the raſcal! multitude, as Cabbage- 
carriezs, Decoyes, Bum-bayliffes, diſgaced Purſe- 
| uants, 
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Bſſayes and Charafters of Iaylors. 31 
uants, Botchers, Chandlers, and a rabble of ſuch 
ſtinkardly companions, with whom no man of, any 
reaſonable faſhion, but would ſcorne to conuerle: 
bar in theſe infortunate caues of miſery, where pri- 
ſoners are tyed vp like dogges, and theſe are the 
Beare-wards, that hold no life ſweeter then to inſulc 
ouer their betters. ; 

Theſe are N7obes, children tarned into flones, theſe 
are double rongud monſters who fawhe vpon priſfo- 
ners with flattering ſpeeches,and behinde their backs 
cut their rhroates to their maſter. 

Nay, theſe turne-coates take off rhe very nop of 
their maſters gentle diſpoſition; and when they heart 
him promiſe co a Gentleman any fauour of going 
abroad, or ſpeaking to a Creditor in his behalfe, one 
of theſe Furies (bearing ſome ſecret ſpight) drawes 
bloud of the priſoner,by poiſoning the Maſters good 
intention, ſo that hee crofling ouer the watcr, or 
walking ſcarce to the Crofle in Cheape from the 
Comprter, or from the Fleete fo farre as to one of 
the Cookes Shops in the Lane, there drownes the 
vow of any promiſe. | 

Nay fuch _— puts hee in theſe flattering Spa. 
niels, and infinuating Peſants ., that the baſeſt re- 


_ portand palpableſt lye of them ſhall bee ſoonercre- 


_ dited then any oath or conteſtation of the. wor- 


thieft Gentleman , making confrontion againſt 


them. 

Porters in priſons haue in'theſe cloſe fights terrible 
recth, and ace good Bloud-hounds, or rather merci- 
lſſe bloud-luckers—m 
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Whatſoeuer they whiſper in the Maſters care is 
to him a Creas. | TY 

Hinc ille lachrym-e. 

This is the gall which ſo many noble ſpirits being 
forced to drinke downe, doe {o complaine againſt 
the cruelty of their keepers , neyther are their ty- 
rannies of one nature, but rncir whips haue ſeuerall 
knots, and every knot aſecuerall ſmarting. 

A Broker takes forty in the hundred and is called 
vnconſcionable dinell for it, bur theſe men thinke 
they may (without danger to their ſoules) wring fifcy 
pounds per 417m, (out of prifoners afflictions and 
vtterly vndone eftares) for onenaſty Chamber,hung 
with Cobweb-lawne for the greater grace,and haun- 
ted with Lice and Rats for want of better company. 

A Scriuener is reputed mercileflc in taking the for 
feyture of a band, but theſe men have with 1udas 
for thirty pence taken the forfeyture of a Priſoners. 
life, for the want of ſo much money to diſcharge 
him, ſuffering him to dyein Priſon. Ry 

A rich Farmer is eſteemed moſt inhumane, and 
no Chriſtian, to take but the houſe or tenement ouer 
the head of a poore tenant then reſident in it: bur 
theſe make it nothing to take diuers lodgings from a 
Common Gayle which belonged for the eaſe and 
relicte of diaers poore priſoners to conuert them to 
the Maiſters fide, and the benefit redownding to 
their ownepurſes, which is at the leaſt roo. paund. 
perannwem:''-: 5! oh on rH SHE pO C3 eoogrns 

Againe are all thy actions diſcharged,andis there 
avy hope thatthou fhalt haue any fortunes abroad, 

OO 


| 
i 
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Eſſayes and Charaftoroof Taylors, 33 
ar that thou haſt good friends to maintaine thee in 
Pa 


on , bce ſure then that. vpon thy going. our 
thou (halt bee put backe, (when all fees are paid) 
though thy very foote ftand on; the threſhold, if ' 
knaucs and Varlcts, Clarkes and Catch-poles , can 
by trotting vp anddowne taany man to whom thou 
owelt money, finde any Springe to catch thee in like 
a Wood-cocke. | | 
' And albcit thou art as free from any debts, as 
when thou wert borae, yet rather then faile, ations 
ſhall bee centred vpon thee in a-name thou knoweſt 
not,neucr hadſt to deale with, or.neuer heardeſt of; 
Great pitty chat the reuerend Iudges of our Land 
hauenot eycs to lookthrough the very heart of ſuch 
villaties,or are not certificd of the miſerable dealing 
and crucll extortion continually offered to Prifo- 
ners, to caſe them, as they are both able and haue 
ready hands to puniſh them. | 
Shall I addethis one thing more,which I doe with 
acompatible commiſieration of thoſe, who I know 


| lycgroaning ynder it: Is chy Creditors heartſoften- 


edſogently, that hee hath-compounded. with thee 
for all the money thou oweſt him, yer comming to 
take leaue with thy. r, thquart thruſtbackinto 
a worſe Priſon then before a booke of charges. lics 
open beforetthee,and neither Vinteners nor, Taylors 
billes are o terrible as the /trms of the houle nor per- 


haps ſo vnconſcionable; beſides allynreaſonablcacs 


ro-giuethree pence in thepoung for execution mo- 


ney, and threc halfepeence for aRion ,.which many 


times ariſe £0 as much as 4 Del Pt A CAPEREeE. 
£3 | 4 act 
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$4 FEfſſayes andCharatters of laylors. 
Offer good mens bonds, offer lands, offer plate, 
offer any paune whatſocuer, | | 
this,redibis wunquam,in Beilo peribrs. 
Backe muſt thou goe, tothe place from whence 
thou art ſo defirousco come, and in that conflict be- 
G rweene thy owne wants and thy Keepers cruclty, pe- 
riſh vnleſle thou payeſt che vtrermoſt penny : nei- 
ther the language of intreaties, the promiſes /of 
friends, the reſpe& of any of the excellent parts in 
| thee, whatſoever they bee, nor any other motive 
Pecunia omnic (but Money ) can preuaile in the wonderfull miracle 


peſt of thy liberty. 


ee at od ar i ae a oe ny MINE 
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Of mercileſſe laylers. 


ÞNowgh is ſpoken it 'the Eſſay going before , 
yet too much being roo little, with often in- 
culcation , into cares fo deafe from being pene- 
trated. - Meh | 

A voyce'lowd as thunder had need to roare- and 
to-awaken thein:; One Venny more,andifrharhir,ſo, 
if nor (bur-if their hearrs are notto bee peirced,) I 
will lay downe the Bucklers, and ſuffer chem! to rake 
them vp; yerfall back, faltedge; thus traverſe wee 


% % * 


- our giband.'s 24905 5 22nctdd poll not Hu g 
"© Tlove ro ſeea'Morher himgge her Infant, ora Fa- 
ther troake his Sonne on the lead, theſe arc bonds 
in narure,fo itingdyand firongly ſealed; tharcrb 
infrmge them violares the very-lawesrof heaven: 
burwhen fee titan exerciſe wilfal rexavny vpon man 
icis asif the Stats fhbuld fr enily burhe one another 


tO; 
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Eſſayes and Charaftersof Taylors. 35 
to extinguiſh one anothers light, and ſo confound 
that Spheare in malicious darkenes. F 

Barbarous cruelty is a Belluine quality : Tygers, 
. Panthers, Bcares, and Bandogs haue it by naturall 
inclination, it is no ſhame forthem, it is in them a 
baſenes if they degenerace to mildneſlce, and looſe 
_ their courages*+ they haue. mouths, iawes, teeth, 
pawes and limbes, proportionable to their ſauage 
diſpoſition. | 
But Man is borne weake, gentle,vnaptto do hurt, 
vnableto offer violence, and to fall from that good- 
nes is to fall with the Angells, how much then doe 
they derogate from their nuble Creation , who 
rurne theſharpneſle of their nailes which God armes 
them with for their own beauty and defence, to draw 
blood vpor the boſomes/ of Chriſtians made like 
themſclues ? Such are mercileſle incxorable Iaylors, 
(I exempt thoſe tender hearted ones, which I neuer 
found other) but moſt certaine ſuch may bee found 
within a ſmall compaſſe, who vſe. and exercite all 
ertelry.: ©: | | W; 
Cruelty becomesthem worſt of all men : a Pri- 
ſoner is apoore weather-beaten Bird, who hauing 
loſt the Shoare, is driuen by tempeſt to hang vpon - 
the ſailesand tacklings of aptiſon : the Iaylor is the 
Saylor, and if hee beate thac Bird off to finke her.in 
_ the Seas, when by climbing vp to the Maine top, or. 
_. perhaps by lifting vp hizbenl. hee may take' it and 
- Jend ithearfrom his warme boſome it is an argu- 
. ment thathis heart is made of the ſame rocks, c 
_ be in wait to defirey fhipsinthe Ocean -c: 
SUNG > F2 
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36 FEfſyyesandChardtlers of Taylors: 
"'Pirty is a Godlike property, buthardnes of hearr, 
ſelfe-willd ryranny, curriſh-dealing, and imperious 
domineering over men deiected, argue baſe, igno- 
ble, cowardly, and diuelliſh-diſpofitions. 7 
Itis a Maxime inthe Schoole of valour,\that no 
Coward can bee an honeſt man ; what -rakhes flint- 
breaſted laylors , who darenort ſtrike but when they 
ſeemen ye fettered arttheir feet: So dead Lions may 
bee bitten and torne in pieces by Curres, which be- 
fore durftnot quetch for-terror of their pawes; ſo 
that hee who deſcends to that pouerty of minde, as 
ro fat himſelfe by other mens miſery, canno longer 
write Man, but M:/anthropes, Man-hater, orrather 
Centhropephagus, Man-cater. 
©'-If remorceleſſe Keepers of Priſons, ( for drawing 
now mine Arrow, beare witnes youwhdgiue ayme, 
that I (hoot at none) orif marbic. hearted Taylors 
wete ſo hapleſſe happy asto bee miſtaken, and bee 
made Kings, they. would inſtead of Iron to their 
| 2 barres made. of mens tibbes;, 'Death 
ould ſtand at doore for Porter, and the Dinell e- 
uery-night come gingling of Keyes, andrapping at 
doors to lock men vp. © © | 
0 Theren-penny and nine-penny Ordinaries ſhould 
-neuer bee more inthe Fleet, Gare-hoaſe, or the two 
"infernall Comprters,for Hunger would lay the cloth, 
and Famineſhouldplaytheleanc facd Seruingman 


_ 


to takeaway the trenchers.. | 4v 4 17 7 | 
i." Nexoes cruehy inreſpetof theſe would be coun- 
'-eed che peaceable Raigne of Auguſtus Ceſarthe per- 
ſecutions ofthe Romance Emperours vpon the Pri. 
— & "3 mitive 
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mirive Chriſtians ſhouldbe painted Trapedies tore- 


all Maſſacres , compared to the inhumane bload-: 


thirſty exerciſes which theſe Tyrants would pur pyi- 
ioners to, if they durſt doe, what they haveminds 
to doe. | | 


Ob. It may happily bee thonghr that T'am roo: 
bitter, and write vntruths out of a malicious pen. 


Ref. Letthe world bee judge : for when I ſee or 
heare that many noble brave and generous ſpirits, 
borne to great fortunes, well deſc ended,ofcourages 
notto bee baffled, but by the arme of baſe fortune, 
and the inreſiſtable violence of: Lawes fighting a+ 
gainſt themfor debts : when ſay, Tſce or heare that 
ſuch Gentlemen, ypon one afternoones going a- 


broad; might free themſclues from bondage; and 


offerto goe pinyond , peraduenture with leaſhes of 
Keepers, and giving befidesprofferd ſecurity of wor- 
thy friends, oaths, faiths, honors and reputations of 
Gentlemen to come back ſafe , when an inflexible 
Taylor can with a word let them goe, yer ſpirefully 
ſtops them : Oh miſery ! what ſhall 1 ſpeake of this, 
on whom complaine? Are there no ſuch Keepers 
of Priſons in this Kingdome , then I doe none 
wrong. 

Burl will giue youthe piQare of onefarre worſe, 
neither will I thereby infer all are faulty by one-mans 
fault, God forbid; bur-thus I beſtow him vpon 

Ou. 
f There was liuing within leſfe then-ſeauen yeares 
paſtin one of the petty priſons of this Land'or nor 
farre from ic, a Iaylor, whobauing ſomepooremen 
HO, F 3 | vnder 


UI” in was 


De male queſ;- 
tis non gaudect 
teriins beres, 


38 FEſſayesandCharatters of Iaylors. 
vnder his cuſtody lying for debts, and wanting all 
relecfe of friends, dwelling ( as Charity does fill) 
miany miles out of the way , was ſo vnmercifull ro 
them, that they having bur little money, were glad 
to buy of him the livers of Bullocks, which hee beg- 
ged of Butchers for a dogge that hee kept, andto 
pay a halte penny for a quart of water. Burt what be- 
came of this Monſter, hee went one cuening in per- 
fe& health to bed,at midnight, ſt irted vp roaring and 
rauing, and crying out the Chamber was all on fire, 
and the Deuill at his bed fide catching at him,and ſo 
dyed indeſperation .: His VVite after his death keep- 
ing the ſame layle, tell ſodainly extreame poore,and 
his Children doe at this houre goca begging, for 
qualis vita fints ita, Neuer was it heardthatany hard 
hearted Taylor did dye rich, or if hee did, yer curſes 
followed him to his graue, infamy fate cuer vpon ir, 
his end was wretched, his wealth melted conothing, 
his family bath not proſpered, his wife and poſterity 
hauc beene beggars. and hee that exhauſtetha heape 
of riches out of the blood of priſoners , hath Gods 
mercie drawne away fromhim : I write this not ro 
defame the good but to reclaime the bad. 


Of the miſerable life in Priſon. 


T” O beeaſlaueto a Turke is not ſo much, becauſe 

| heeis a Turke, a monſter whoſe teeth are ſharp- 

ned of purpoſe, (by diuine ſufferance) to bite and 

draw blood : A Bulls pizle is as proper to his hand, 
as aturbantto bs bead. 


Cruelcy 


Eſſayes and Charaders of the Priſon. 39 

Cruelryis a Genuine quality, bur for a Chriſtian 
eo beeſlaue toa Chriſtian, as a Priſoner istoM.in- 
{ultcing Iaytor, is as repugnantto nacureas for an el- 
der brother to cat ſcraps from a' younger 'brothers 
trencher. | | 

The bondage'is doubled mm the baſenefle of thoſe 
perty inſolertt rake-hells, vnder whom the Priſoner 
with a patience perforce ſuffers. Forhee is@ ſlaue in 
the eyeof all freedome,ferrered in the lap ofhis mo- 
ther(his Country) and what miſery can bee greater 


. 


then to ſee ſhore and yet be caſt away. LO 
To a free borne generous ſpirit no Tewells are 
halfe ſo precious as his natiue liberty, gold to that as 
' durt, and albeit with a maſculine courage he indures 
the braves of pefants whea-his body is confined, 
yet the nobility of his mindinduresſuch wounds, as 
zwoman in labor doth her throwes, the ftroakes of 
death are eafie to her paſſions: 
-/” Some cannot belicue;; that ſo baſe a_ Creature 
2s 2 Bandog dare ſet vpon the Lyon, bur freſh expe- 
rtence reaches vs the contrary, for thar' maieſticall 
Beaſt was not onely barked ar, but bitten in his owne- 
Lodging ( the Tower ) not many yeares paſt: So 
when thou art hurried chrough the Streers; in thy 
cthundring Caroch , all eyes opeh vpen thee, Boor- 
men running by thee , thy body gliſtring in gold, 
thy minde ſwelling with pride, thy bagges full , thy , 
attendants many , allmenſtanding dare baforoutet 
at thy be4and board; how wouldeſt thou takeit'in 
ſcorne, ifa wizzard (by che Almanack of thyriors, 
poynting to an il fa&'d-Carchpole;BayhftezorTaylor, 
$ 2s 


40 IFBfſayesandCharatters of Priſoners.” * | + 
as hee paſſeth by thar pompe) ſhould prognoſticate 
and lay; one of 7 onder Maltiffes (hall as, rears - 
thee, ' when thou ſhalt not dare ro ſpurne him , 
woulſt thou belecue this? Wouldfi thou thinke fo 

_ poore a Snake durſt euer ſting thee? But when for 
ors debrs thou ſhalt bee toſſed from pen to pen, 
(of pleaders 1nto a priſon,when having hardly win- 
tered within that Garriſon of woe, thy face ſhall noc 
bethine,but the picture of care and diſeontentment, 
when though thou ſlumbreſt. thy griefe ſhall till lic 
awake,when thy Angells ſhallhaue their wingsclipe, 
and thy filkes be turned into courſe freeſe, then that 
Dogge whom thou ſcornedft to have keptthy Gate, 

Th ſhall inthy very Chamber ſnarle'at thee, thy bread 
by his kneading {ball bee full of grauell , and chou 
muſteatit, thy drinke by his bitterneſſe turned int 
gall, yet thou muſt drinke ic: thou ſhalt bee driuen 
to thy bed with as much loathing, as a wretch, that 
15to lye on a hurdle, andnot ſuffered toriſe vntill his 
Icon hand pluckethee vp. So pent vp wilz thou bee 
from Ayre, that it ſhall almoſt make thee, forges 
there is a Sunne in Heauen: where is theedge of 
thy courage now? how poorely is all thy former 
brauery actired ? dares this Butchers, Curre, now 
av vpon the Lyon? yes hee ſhall, And there- 

OLEs: :;; -- 


Thus know him : If thea like not bis harſh note, - 
He grumbles, barks, andee'n 10 bite "My throat 
Has heart(sf hee dur ft doot) becauſe has power. 
als Lyons are lock dp within the Tower 3 a 
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. Eſſayes and Charaftersof a Locker vp. a1 
So heere great ſpirits are fort't to abide the branes, . 
Baſe chicks and ſurly lookes of groomes and knaues. 
Priſoners to 1aylors, w/e that wretched trade, 

Of common fidlers;, each one dare upbraid 

And call them baſe,what euer griefe ox. wrongs 

Lye attheir hearts, they muſt chant merry ſongs, 

Like Birds in Cages, andave gleato ſing 

Sweet tunes tothoſe, who them to thraldome bring, 
Who goe at freedome, at theſe hells may gutſſe, 

None know them right,but they whoſe Soutes they preſſe. 


A Locker wp at nights 2:97 


|þ an /znis fatuns, ( or fire Drake) thar glides from 
Roometo Roome, and frights cuery priſoner vp= 
pon whom hee ſheds hislight, if hee prayes well hee 
cannotbur bee agood Chriſtian, for hee is ſure to 
watch, Fa + | 
"Hee might be a Soldier by his walking therqund, 
bur tharthe poore raſcall ſeldome' or neuer goes 
with a "piece about him, his cloathes and hee are Two & tens 
of one threed-bare wearing, and very hardly ger*7 Stillings, 
a nap. 
: f+0 "Oe bis cares are boxt'for the 'glibnes of 
hisrongue, andtnougheuery night nothing bee gi- 
uen him, yethe is ſureto catch cold. 
__ - The Varletisarankbegger, yet many Coxcombs 
thinke hee hath muchin his keeping, -becauſe hee is 
till locking vp:the Belman of the Citty and he have 
almoſt officesalike, yerhecrein they differ, thar the 
_'Belman hath his Dog following him, burthis nighe- 
ELLE] G | walker 
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walker growes into the habit of a Dog by his cur- 
riſhnes, 


A noble underſlending Priſoner 


] S a Booke fo truely printed, that Fortune (with all 
her miſtakings) cannot findin him any Errate. He 
- comes to Priſon , as a great Ship ina Storme, to 
ſhoare, ſhewing more noble Emblems of conftant 
ſuftcring, then the Seas could ſticke vpon it of their 
tiranny. 

He beholds Taylors as a valiant Soldier looks vpon 
his wounds, which (how dangerous ſocuer) yet hee 
ſmiles.vpon his Surgeon, and will-indure drefling 
with an vndaunted countenance, becauſe he knowes 
it is tofertch him off from danger. | 

No 14cobs-ſtaffe can take the height of a Starre ſo 
truely, as his reſolution can both oft his owne miſery 
and his Keepers cruelty : 'which albeie they maua in 
one Spheare,yet their motions are contrary; forthe 
oneurnes ſtill ro his owne goodnes, and-the-other 

to his maifters guilt and confuſion. - nv 1 

- Hee is the Oyle-which ſwims on+the top of AE 
flition with courage; and cleerenes,that part which 
is downwards ſhines as brightly as that above, and 
no turbulence can make it ſinke to the bortome, Of 
all Geometricall figures, a circle is the moſt/pertec, 
and the hardeſt propoſition is to bring. it irito; a 
ſquare, for ſome ſmall fragion muſk&bee kill left our: 
ſo itfares with this mans Dimenſions ,. addition 

c makes 
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Obfernations of 4 Priſon.” ,' 43 
rpakes him imperfect, and to caſt off any thing leaues 
 himlame. Ow:ds Verſe and hee areone and the ſame, 
word, nor fillable are roo much', nor too little; In 
briefe hee can (with Iudgement) know when to beat 
a ſaucy laylor, and when to haue him fawne and 
make a ſhillings-worth of legges. 


Oſernations of a Priſon. 


I; F He deareſt Meat in Priſonis a Tablers cheeſe, 
and his firſt welcome. uy | 

2. The cheapeſt Drinkes are Garniſhes,onepottle 
of that is worth ten which you ſhall pay forin any 
Tauerne about London : bur it is far more pleaſant 
to drinke his partoften ina Tauerne, By 

3- Hee thatcomes freſh into a Priſon, if hee fly 
intothe Parlor for Victualls,is called a Woodcocke, 
if not thither but at randomc, then a Snipe, howſo- 
eucr you terine them, both are ſure to be caughr,and 
co be purall into one Cage, the VV/oodcocke only is 
now andthen alittle finelier trimmed vp with green 
boughes, and reaſon, for the infteriour petty Taylors 
hold him to bethe better meate,and therefore neuer 
leaue feeding vpon himvarill they haue pickt himto 
the bare bones. 97 

4+ In Priſons Gentlemen and. burſten Citrizens 
meetas vponthe Exchange, but:the newes of bork 
arenotalike;fortheGentlemanſhailbeſure to heare 
of nothing but wracks, but the politique cheating 

G2 Bankrupt 


44%. , Obſeruntionfof aPrifon.'"" 
. Bankrupt heares ſill that 'his Ship comes home. 
with rich lading, this is his ſafeſt landing place. / 

- ©. Far mutron-Chops out-of the Kitchin:, make. 
leane Commons ina Prifoners Chamber, -- 

6. You ſhall ſee ſome ina Chamber, who having 
ſcarce cloaths to couer them with, yet fingring good 
ſtore of money, the pottle por ſhall never ceaſe 
filling vntill the Hogs-head of their ſiluer bee cleane. 
emptied,albe they waſh their dry mouths a fortnight 
after with ſmall beere. Such fellowes are like ſome 
ſcuruy players whoſe ambition is to play the greateſt 
parts, yer performing . them: iltauordly are hift ac 
for their labour. 

7. A naſty ſlinking Lodgingits a Jayle i is ſweeter 
land any Garden houſe about Bex-hz1l. 

8.: A Tobacco Shop and a Baudy houſe, are inthe 
Skirts of the Suburbs counted Inmates, burin a Pri- 
ſon their Tenureis all one. 

9. APrifon is nothing elſe but a great Alc-houſe, 
for cucry Chamber is rs cls bur a continual 
drinking roome. | 

10. Adam was driuen our of Edew for cating of 
a poore apple, and a Prifoner for want of fixe 
penceſhall be kept outofthe Garden: Encey Cerbes 
7s muſt have his ſoppe. | 

1: The Porters Lodge 1s oMening neſt; 2: knave 
Porters fauour is bought as men ſell deale bords: (by 
the foot) ſo of him for a ſixepenny bribe thou ſhalr 
hanean inch of Liberty meaſured-outby:theRules 

"12. It is flowing water ina Priſon; when:there 4s 


no r9ome inthe Celler for a man to drinke aCup of 
| Beere 


- 
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Obſeruations of a Priſon. | 45 
Beere inz ebbing water when John Barry tits nodding 
for want of Company. | 
- -T3--Itis full Sea whenthree men are forced tolye 
chruſting in one bed. . "—Y | 
_ « 14. Aſnornting bedfellow,is that great Organ pipe, 
whoſe baſe ſound {ets all the Quire a roaring. 


15. The eaſieſt commodities to bee taken vp in a 


Priſon are ſmocks, but truſt no. man with a Shirt , no 
though he be a Knight of Mata, S. Jago, Santa Crus, 
. or the Sepaicher, though he ſtcale his band of tenne 
thouſand Dam-mees. 
.- 16. Many fine-rings are to bee hadin aPriſon, 
theimetrall of themis right Touch , but moſt of the 
Stones are counterfeit, pd: 
17, The Sunne eueryycare paiſcth throagh the 12. 
Signes inthe Zodiacke, and the ſame Signes ſeruc 
as tweluc houſes belonging to.a Pruon.. 
{ 1, The-Signe isin £:es when a Country Ram 
anda Ciuy Goar meeting full But ina Priſon 
;; Vpon goingto Law one goares another. 
2. In Taurus when the poore debtor is; toſſed 
vpon. the harnes of his Aduerſaries malice, 
from the Country Iayle to London, firſt to 
| the Kings Bench, andthentotheFleet. 


| incouples;this is ahot Signe. | - 
4iIn Cancer, when a Priſoner ſcorning to greaſe 
].. the Groome Porter with oyle of filuer, xe- 
|- , queſts rocome into the Lodge or walke into 
the rule; but is forced (with a Gazcrorrmurere) 
|; ,, tO goe backward: y 10114% 08 
G3 5-In 
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3. In Gemeni,, when-balfe the Priſorrare drunke 
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5. In Leo, when there is amutiny in the houſe, 
\ breaking open locks,& battering downe doors. 
6. In Y:rgo when apretry wench comes to have 
her actionentredin a cloſe Chamber, 
7. In Libra, when theſhauing laylor and ſharks« 
| ing Credicor cqually fleece the Priſoner, and 
rurne him ourtlike a new ſhorne Sheepe, 
8. In Scorpio, when beds are louſic.- 
I 9. In Sagitarias, whena Tabler cating too deepe 
into ſcore, is ſhot from tull platters. and feeds 
on two-penny chops and pottage. 
- ij] 10. In Capricornus, when a Priſoners Wife ta- 
| king hald on times forelocke, giuesher Huſ- 
band a Bugle hatband. s 
1 121. In Aqaaras,when a Priſoner at his firſt com- 
ming into Priſon-, giues ſixepence for'an 
carthen pifle-por. * Wy 
12. In P;{ces, when he payes cightpence in the 
 Kirchin for dreffing agroats worth ot fiſh. 
18, Sure they are no Aldermenthatly in Priſon,for 
ifyou ſec foureſcoreofthem in one honſe;threeſcore 
and cighteene of thoſe haue giuen vp their Cloaks. 
19. 4ſterdamand a layle are peopled ahke, Re- 
ligion.in both places goe antickely attired , for here 
ilt ſome arebuſie at a Sermon, others are as buſic 
at their halfe Cans,one man fits bareheaded to heare 
Seruice, and the. very nextto him with his hat on 
ſtitching of Bodyes, one man with his SpeRacles on 
reading thefirſt Leflon, anotherihard by him Stick- 
ing onthe vpperſoles of apayre of Shooes, *' 
- 20, Priſoners in the Kings Bench Common Iayle, 
Seb are 
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Obſeruations of a Priſon. 47 
are able to doc good ſeruice both by Sea and Land, 
for tome haue Cabins,bur moſt of them keep horſes. rbeir beds ar 

21. The Kings Guard are counted the ftrongeſt calzd boiſer, 
Archers, but heere are better ſuitors. [2% 

22. A Whore entring into a Prifonis a Hony-por 

abour which all the flyes come buzzing ,' as Crowes 


toa Carrion. » | | | ; 
2 3. The Leaſe of eueryPrifon is forfeyted, if eue- 
ry priſoner goe ſober to bed. +} Fe 


24. Some are of opinion that Engliſh priſonslock 
vp none but Engliſh men, but I ſay they are all Hun- 
garians. 

25.Execution of the law is a ſatisfaQtion tothe law, 
all inen therfore in execution, have paid their debts. 

26. They that being at liberty were ever held to 
ſpcake truth, are in a prifon horrible lyers. | 

27. Men ſtudy no game at Cards ſo much inPri- | 

ſon as Maw. OD 

28. To borraw moneys called ſtriking, butrhe 
blow can hardly or never be recouered. 

29. Euery Priſoner is a Piece, and no maruell if he 
breakes, being io greatly charged. 

39. Alaylorhas a diuiliſh ſtomack,for he cats men. 
3i-Stow your own countryman,$& writer of Chro- 
nicles, cannor be belecued by many touching there- 
motion of Lands by Earthquakes, and yer to con» 
firme him goe but to the Kings Bench, and ir is a 
wonderif you find not Heckley zn the Hole about the 
houſe, which yce all know was planted farther off, 
fame is as windy as any of the 4.quarters which trum- 
petting his iudggement in gouernment abroad hath 
COM. 


heknew bow.ro menace them, doubr aoebut hewill - 4; 

learneto managevs.: This is the greateſt va- * | 
tis fatifieds VWharels ye ſhall © -- 
-hearc bath couching the place thePerſons,and their . 
hangerson hang meitf the tryall make. Po: 3 {108 JS 
-repo hath becherns ſparing;:I'wiſh to euc.y man ? 
faih tobelecue allthis, Butdelincrance from 
parxchirochers ſuffers AL 
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